County Hockey Report – Women’s Senior Team

The Cumbria Ladies Under 21 Hockey squad captured the North under 21 Championship title in dramatic style at Belle Vue, Manchester.

Cumbria qualified from their group when they defeated both the Isle of Mann and Cheshire 2-1 after trailing in each game.  A narrow defeat to Yorkshire 1-0 followed but Cumbria were already certain a semi-final birth and used the opportunity to rest players.

The Cumbria’s semi-final opponents Central Lancashire took early control of the game and dominated play for the first half and deservedly took the lead.  The Cumbrian defence denied Central Lancashire further goals and the Cumbrian’s gained an increasing amount of possession.  
With 12 minutes to go Cumbria equalised with a thunderous short corner strike from Captain Laura Raynes but Central Lancashire re-took the lead 3 minutes later.

Cumbria surged forward and in an attempt to restore parity but could not have left it any later.  In the last few seconds Ambleside’s Nicola Conway evaded the tackles of the Central Lancashire defence to force the ball across goal and Lancaster’s Lauren Wright popped up at the far post to score.  The final whistle immediately sounded and with the scores level the game was decided by penalties.

In the shoot out keeper Hayley Southwell saved the last Central Lancashire penalty stroke to put Cumbria into the final.  

In the final Cumbria met Yorkshire again.  

This time Cumbria took an early lead from a crisp short corner strike from Kelly Baxter.  After that Yorkshire began to dominate the play but struggled against the pace of the Cumbrian forwards with Wigton’s Megan Cooke prominent.

Yorkshire equalised with 10 minutes to go and shortly afterwards Cumbria’s rock in defence Hannah Sherlock was sinbinned.  This made a little difference to the Cumbrian side who had battled hard and were the stronger team at the end.  

The game was to be decided by another penalty shoot out.  Scores were level after the first series of penalties.  With tension mounting the match was balanced on the knife edge of sudden death penalties.  Yorkshire’s next penalty taker struck the ball narrowly wide and with some of the Cumbrian team barely able to look Hannah Sherlock slotted home the decisive penalty.

Cumbria’s never say die attitude had won the day and they lifted the North Championship for the first time in their history midst scenes of wild jubilation.

The Cumbrian squad was:-

Hayley Southwell

Hannah Sherlock

Lisa Shaw

Mel Whalley

Rosie Naylor

Bernadette Bowman

Abby Bland

Lauren Wright

Laura Raynes
Kelly Baxter

Nicola Conway
Megan Cooke

Anna Butler 
Lisa Wilson
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